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LET’S RAP ABOUT HEALTH GAPS: 
CHR&R DATA & TOOLS TO KEEP US TALKING

Marjory Givens Jan O’Neill

Scientist Community Coach

www.countyhealthrankings.org

Webinar Short July 26, 2016

County Health Rankings & Roadmaps is a 
collaboration between the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation and the University of Wisconsin 
Population Health Institute.
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GO TO WEBINAR ATTENDEE INTERFACE
1. Viewer Window 2. Control Panel
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How can we use data to highlight health inequities and mobilize 
action to address them?
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1 out of 6 
or 3200

Deaths under age 75 
could have been 

avoided if all residents 
had the opportunity of 

those in the top 
performing counties 

In Wisconsin
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394,000 fewer adult smokers

In Pennsylvania
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160,000 fewer obese adults
In Colorado



5

Photo by casey.marshall - Creative Commons Attribution License  https://www.flickr.com/photos/25299470@N00 Created with Ha

284,000 fewer adults 
who drink excessively

In Georgia
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‣Attainment of the highest level 
of health for all people. 

‣Achieving health equity requires 
valuing everyone equally with 
focused and ongoing societal 
efforts to address avoidable 
inequalities, historical and 
contemporary injustices, and the 
elimination of health and health 
care disparities. (Healthy People 
2020)

IF ALL RESIDENTS HAD A FAIR CHANCE…

Durham Public Schools Farm Hub, Durham 
County, NC – 2014 RWJF Culture of Health Prize 
winner
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‣ What health gaps are and why  they 
matter

‣ The size and nature of the health gaps 
among counties within states 

‣ What factors are influencing the health 
of residents 

‣ What state and local communities can do 
to address health gaps

HEALTH GAPS REPORTS
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WHAT HEALTH GAPS ARE AND WHY  THEY MATTER

‣ Gaps in length and quality of life are differences 
among residents from one county to the next in how 
long and how well they live. 

‣ Gaps in the factors that influence health occur when 
people are denied opportunities available to others. 

‣ Gaps in health outcomes are costly and preventable.  
These gaps could be narrowed, if not eliminated, if we 
took steps to create more equitable opportunities.
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CREATING AN OPPORTUNITY FOR HEALTH, FOR ALL…

‣ Giving everyone a fair chance to be healthy does not necessarily mean offering the 
same resources to all, rather offering resources necessary for their good health.
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HEALTH GAPS EXIST ACROSS THE NATION
Child Poverty: State Value and Gap of Best to Worst Counties 

(2015 County Health Rankings)  
best

worst

Within State Gap 
(Best to  Worst 

Counties)  

Overall State Value
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HIGHLIGHTED HEALTH GAPS IN WISCONSIN
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POLICIES TO IMPROVE FACTORS WITH GAPS

Visit What Works for Health at

www.countyhealthrankings.org/
what‐works‐for‐health

for information on these and other 
strategies to improve health in 

Wisconsin. 

Tobacco Marketing Limit the pricing, flavoring, placement or 
promotion of tobacco products via regulation

Unemployment insurance Extend or raise the compensation 
provided to eligible unemployed workers looking for jobs

Vocational training for adults Support acquisition of job‐
specific skills through education, certification programs, or 
on‐the‐job training

Low‐income housing tax credits Provide funding via tax 
credits at the state and local level to develop low‐income 
rental housing

Service‐enriched housing Coordinate permanent, basic 
rental housing with social services
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CONTINUE THE CONVERSATION! WHAT CAN YOU DO?

‣ Reach out to diverse stakeholders

‣ Convene discussions on health gaps

‣ Create safe space for people to tell 
their truth
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‣ FIND IT HERE ON OUR WEBSITE
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‣ FIND IT HERE ON OUR 
WEBSITE
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EXAMPLE COMMUNITY

‣
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 How can you develop sustainable solutions 
and track your progress in addressing health 
gaps?

 How can you bring diverse people together in a 
safe space to talk about gaps and how to close 
them?

 What strategies are helping to close gaps in 
your community? Are there stories of success 
that can be shared? How can you use media to 
share these stories and spur more 
conversation?

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

For more detailed tools & guidance on how to improve health for 

all, visit the Roadmaps to Health action center: 

www.countyhealthrankings.org/

roadmaps/action‐center
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LET’S RAP ABOUT HEALTH GAPS! 

Questions? Comments?
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WEBINARS
Register for upcoming webinars and find recordings at 
www.countyhealthrankings.org/webinars
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www.countyhealthrankings.org

University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute
Madison, WI

match‐info@match.wisc.edu
(608) 265‐8240

THANK YOU! 


