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Webinar
Non-partisan strategies to advance health 
policy
February 21, 2023

countyhealthrankings.org

In a democracy, everyone has a voice 

in deciding how our society is 

structured. As we build a world where 

everyone belongs, we ensure everyone 

has an equal voice in deciding how 

systems and institutions 
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The politics of health

Georges Benjamin, MD
executive director

American Public Health 
Association 

“We work in a political environment, 
and we have to become much more 

comfortable with that.”

“We work in a political environment, 
and we have to become much more 

comfortable with that.”

Reimagining a public health system to build 
an equitable tomorrow webinar

February 15, 2022 
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What is preemption and how to we mnange it?What is preemption and how to we mnange it?

What are effective non-partisan strategies to 
advance policy? 

What are effective non-partisan strategies to 
advance policy? 

How can I develop policies that are equitable and 
enforceable? 

How can I develop policies that are equitable and 
enforceable? 

Questions we 
will explore…

Join Us!
Discussion Group

Immediately following the webinar 

Interactive learning experience, 
opportunity to share ideas and ask 
questions 

Zoom

Deepen the webinar learning, allow 
further exploration 

When:

What:

How:

Why: 
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Welcome

Katie Michel
senior attorney 
ChangeLab Solutions 

Sabrina Adler
vice president of law
ChangeLab Solutions

Rakings Preview Webinar: March 14, 2023

The 2023 
Rankings 
coming!

Molly Burdine
data 

analyst

Ben Case
evidence 
analyst

Colleen Wick
outreach 
specialist
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An Equity-First Framework to 
Understand the Effects of Preemption 

on Health

Healthy communities 
for all through better 
laws & policies
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When the law of a 
higher level of 
government limits or 
invalidates the law 
of a lower level of 
government

What is Preemption?

The
Equity
Landscape
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"People who live in cities and towns want control over their own 
destinies," said National League of Cities CEO and Executive 

Director Clarence E. Anthony. "When states take away the ability 
of local leaders to make decisions, the values and will of the 

people are ignored."

Birmingham, 
Alabama

Minimum wage 
enacted

Lawsuit filed

State legislature 
preempted
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California 
Sugary Drink 

Taxes

Preemption & COVID-19

Photo credit: CDC/Alissa Eckert, MS; Dan Higgins MAMS
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States 
Punishing 
Localities & 
Withholding 
Funding

Preemption isn’t 
universally 
negative 
or
inherently partisan
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Pushing Back 
• Advocacy

• Grassroots organizing

• The Political Process
• Legislation
• Repeal campaigns

• Litigation

• Structural Reforms

• Research

Success Stories: 
Maryland
Colorado
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Resources

www.changelabsolutions.org/good-governance/preemption

https://www.changelabsolutions.org/good-governance

Equitable Enforcement of Public Health Laws
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What is equitable enforcement?

the process of ensuring compliance with law and policy 
that considers and minimizes harms 

to underserved communities

Under Enforcement

When laws that are designed to 

protect underserved 

communities from threats to 

their health and economic 

security are not consistently 

enforced
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When laws designed to 
protect the health of the 
public are enforced more 
frequently, or more 
strictly, in certain places –
or against certain people 
as compared to others

Over Enforcement

• School discipline

• Youth purchase, use, or 

possession laws

Examples: Over enforcement
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Why is it important for 
public health practitioners 
to consider enforcement?
• Enforcement actions taken in the name of 

public health can sometimes harm, 
discriminate against, or otherwise 
undermine the health of the people whom 
the laws are meant to protect. 

• Equitable enforcement, on the other hand, 
can hold wrongdoers accountable while 
protecting the health and well-being of 
individuals and the community.

Examples:
Equitable Enforcement

• Reimagining Traffic Safety
• Ensuring compliance with 

paid leave laws
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Developing Equitable 
Enforcement Provisions

• Profiles key stakeholders and their roles in 
the equitable enforcement ecosystem

• Explains the iterative process of creating 
equitable enforcement provisions

• Provides examples of organizations that use 
equitable enforcement in their work

Equitable Enforcement Guide
• Explores the equity implications of 

traditional public health enforcement tools

• Poses a series of questions to consider when 
drafting, implementing, and enforcing a 
policy

https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product/developing-equitable-enforcement-provisions

https://changelabsolutions.org/product/equitable-enforcement-achieve-health-equity

Thank you!
Web:
www.changelabsolutions.org

Twitter: 
@ChangeLabWorks

Facebook:
@ChangeLabSolutions

Contact us: 
sadler@changelabsolutions.org
kmichel@changelabsolutions.org
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Do feel you could adapt the strategies shared during the 
webinar to use within your community? 
Yes 
No 
Maybe

POLL

Questions?
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Click on survey 
link in the chat

Rakings Preview Webinar: March 14, 2023

The 2023 
Rankings 
coming!

Molly Burdine
data 

analyst

Ben Case
evidence 
analyst

Colleen Wick
outreach 
specialist
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Join Us!
Discussion Group

Immediately following the webinar 

Interactive learning experience, 
opportunity to share ideas and ask 
questions 

Zoom

Deepen the webinar learning, allow 
further exploration 

When:

What:

How:

Why: 

Stay 
Connected

Facebook.com/CountyHealthRankings

Follow @CHRankings

Sign up for our newsletter
CountyHealthRankings.org/subscribe

Linkedin.com/company/county-
health-rankings-roadmaps
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